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Exploring Background Information to Refine Research Topic
By reading background information, you will be able to learn enough about your topic to figure out what is most interesting for you to research.  Not all sources offer general background, summary information.
To select a source that provides general background knowledge and evaluate its usefulness, use the following checklist:

	Source Information:



	Criteria
	Clues
	Your Evaluation

	Overview, summary information
	· Focused on big idea, not specific examples

· General encyclopedia article

· Summary statements
	

	Attention to many aspects of topic
	· Table of contents

· Headings

· Navigation bar
	

	Accurate, credible, up-to-date information
	· Author or publisher has authority and can be believed

· Copyright date is current enough for the topic

· Information seems to match what is previously known and evidence supports its accuracy
	


What prior knowledge does this source confirm?  What new ideas were learned?
	Main ideas I knew before that were confirmed:

	

	New ideas I discovered:

	


What did you discover that interests you to pursue through further inquiry?
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