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Learning Logs for Reflective Notetaking
	Notes
	Reactions

	Learning logs can be used any time you are responsible for writing down information (from library sources, interviews, lecture notes).

Write notes in your own words in the left column and react to those notes in the right column.

The purpose of a learning log is to help you learn to challenge ideas in the text and interact mentally and emotionally with your notes.  You will learn more while you are taking notes by confronting and questioning the ideas that you read or hear.
	Reactions can include:
· Personal comments or feelings about the information (I think companies that dump toxic waste should be heavily fined); 
· Challenges to the text (This seems to be heavily biased toward the perspective of the industrial companies);
· Questions of the text (Why doesn’t the author provide believable evidence to back up his opinions);
· Questions for further research (What are the laws on toxic-waste dumping?);
· Notes about organization (Use this in intro);
· Connections to previous knowledge (Toxic-waste dumping is worse than oil spills because it’s intentional).
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